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CITY COUNCIL
7:00 P.M.

            

            March 2, 2015
Present:  
Scott M. Johnson 

               
Carlene Perfetto

               
Dustin Goutermont
               
Richard DeRosier
               
Shane Hoff


Lana Fralich, City Administrator


Pete Morris, City Attorney


Doug Frericks, Police Chief 


B J Kohlstedt, Lake County Emergency Services Director


Kitty Mayo, North Shore Journal
Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Agenda –  Resolution 2015-14 and Resolution 2015-15 were added to administrator and Airport was added to new business.  Motion by Goutermont, second Perfetto to approve the agenda as amended.  MOTION CARRIED.

Consent Agenda – Motion by DeRosier, second Goutermont to approve the minutes of the February 17, 2015 regular Council meeting and the February 23, 2015 closed and special meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.
Petitions, Requests and Communications 

Day at the Capitol Review – Perfetto and Johnson reported on Day at the Capitol event, and there was discussion about the Black Beach and Campground projects.
Lake Connections Open House – It was noted that Lake Connections will have an open house on March 21 in Two Harbors for the public to attend.

City Administrator

Lake County Helispot – The Council reviewed the approval from the October 6, 2014 meeting to establishing a temporary emergency helispot at the business park, a letter from Kohlstedt updating the progress on this issue, and a map showing the location of the proposed temporary helispot in the business park on East Lakeview Drive.  It was noted that it is standard procedure to have the Fire Dept. block off this road for these emergency landings, and it was noted that this location was recently used for an emergency landing.
Full Time Police Officer Position – The Personnel Committee recommends a conditional offer to Aaron Johnson to a full time Police officer position, pending the successful completion of a background, physical and psychological review. It was noted that his effective date of hire would be the day after the city received the successful documentation of the conditions of his hire and that his starting wage would be 80% of the full time wage. It was further noted that Johnson is a current part time officer and the former interim police chief.  Motion by DeRosier, second Goutermont to approve a conditional offer for full time police officer to Aaron Johnson, with a one year probationary period, effective upon successful completion of a background, physical and psychological review at the 80% of the full time wage.   DeRosier, Goutermont, Hoff and Johnson voted aye, Perfetto voted nay.   MOTION CARRIED.

Seasonal and Part Time Employment – The Council reviewed the list of seasonal and part time positions.  There was discussion about the hiring process and changes to the minimum wage.  Motion by Perfetto, second Goutermont to approve the list of seasonal and part time employment positions and to advertise for these positions.  
MOTION CARRIED.

Water Dept. Projects – The Council reviewed two letters from Mike Miller Engineering listing the bids for the Water Booster Station and High Pressure Water Main projects.  It was noted that the Public Utilities Commission recommends approval of the lowest bids for these projects, and that these projects will be $121,000 over budget resulting in a city contribution of $207,000, that is approximately 25% of the total project costs.  There was discussion about grant funds and using reserve funds for these projects.
Resolution 2015-14 –  Motion by Perfetto, second Goutermont to approve Resolution 2015-14, awarding contract to Northland Constructors of Duluth for the Highway 61 high pressure water main improvement project.


  Member Perfetto – aye
Member Goutermont – aye


  Member DeRosier – aye 
Member Hoff – aye 

                       Mayor Johnson – aye

RESOLUTION 2015-14  WAS ADOPTED      5 aye, 0 nay

Resolution 2015-15 – There was discussion about the public bidding process, the bids for the water booster station, the overall budget of the Water Department projects, engineering estimates, and the Council inquired as to the reasons why the bids came in over the engineer’s estimates.  Motion by Perfetto, second Hoff to set a special meeting for Monday, March 9, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the water emergency backup projects, and take action on the Resolution 2015-15 for the water booster station.  MOTION CARRIED.
City Attorney – No other business was presented by the attorney.
OLD BUSINESS
Response to Darrell Johnson – The Council reviewed a letter and information about this account to Mr. Johnson in response to his letter, and noted that the Public Utilities Commission recommends its approval.  The Council further reviewed a letter from Mr. Johnson that was received after the last P.U.C. meeting.  There was discussion about the water and wastewater budget as it relates to charges to accounts where the water is shut off.  Motion by Perfetto, second Goutermont to approve that the letter presented be sent to Darrell Johnson.  MOTION CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS 

Airport – The Council reviewed information about the funding and expenses for the airport and a memo from the Mayor regarding this subject.  The Mayor reviewed past action by the Council on this subject.  There was discussion about FAA funding requirements and the past proposal of getting the airport designated as a safe harbor.  There was a consensus to move forward with action to pursue changes for the airport.

Claims – Motion by Perfetto, second Goutermont to approve payment of $142,691.63 paid claims and $23,835.39 in unpaid claims.  MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by DeRosier, second Hoff to adjourn at 7:46 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED.
Minutes taken by Lance K Beachem

_____________________________                 ___________________________

Scott M Johnson,  Mayor                                    Lana Fralich, City Administrator

